
Winter 2024-25 

 

    KELLY  

     COMMUNIQUÉ  

 

 

 

 



Captain’s Log, Stardate 78120.2 
We’re just coming off of Thanksgiving Weekend. The weather is getting colder, and ’tis the season to 

start thinking about what we are grateful for. This time of year we are also encouraged to think of others. 

I am proud to say that this November, the USS Kelly did exactly that. 

On November 14th, we held an event we dubbed “Baby Blackjack”. I got this idea from my sister’s baby 

shower. She held it at a location that was segregated into two sections. One side had all the women 

playing the traditional baby shower games, but on the other side the men were playing poker. Their buy-

in to the game? Diapers and wipes for the soon-to-arrive baby. I thought that was a fantastic idea, but I 

totally suck at poker. Therefore I changed it to a game I know well… blackjack. 

We held the game at one of our favorite places, the lobby of the Fiiz Drinks located at 
2530 W 4700 S (just off I-215) in Taylorsville, UT. (Big shout out to Fiiz for their support!) Just like the 

baby shower example, our “buy in” was baby items – diapers, wipes, baby food, even a stroller! Each 

item was worth a certain amount of poker chips. Cash donations were one chip per dollar and, just as we 

give promotional merit points for attending, being prepared, and being on time, we gave chips away for 

that as well. 

 

Our Blackjack dealer was our XO’s husband, and he did a great job explaining the game to those who had 

never played before, how and when to bet, when to split, double down, the best times to stay or hit 

(take a new card).  

 



                    

All in all, we had a blast playing the game (though I still think Dawn was trying to bribe the dealer…) 

 

After we finished playing, we cashed out our chips for play money, which we then used to auction off 

prizes. We had everything from a Fiiz mug and refill card to a Star Trek 25th Anniversary Chess Set from 

Franklin Mint. There were all sorts of things for all sorts of tastes, and just about everyone went home 

with something. (I took home the “Dilithium Crystal” breath mints.) 

 



 

All in all, it made for a fun night. But that’s not all. I also had the pleasure of taking the donated items to 

our charity of choice: South Valley Services. 

 

South Valley Services helps people fleeing domestic violence. You can see their information at . Although 

our focus this time was on the women, and more specifically the babies, who are affected by domestic 

violence, I realized after reading their website that men are affected by this as well. Like sexual abuse, 

domestic violence is about asserting power and dominance over someone else, and victims can be any 

age or gender. 

If you need help escaping a domestic violence or abusive situation, please contact these wonderful 

people at 801-255-1095. (They also have a TTY line for the hearing impaired.) If you would like to donate 

to this great organization, please visit their donation page. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crewmember Profiles 

Name: Dawn Mari Sumsion 

 
Position: Crewmember 

 
Rank: Crewmember 2nd Class 

 
How long have you been a member of the U.S.S. Kelly? 
Since Feb. 2022 
 
Favorite Star Trek series: All of them. 

 
Favorite Captain: Picard 

 
Favorite Star Trek quote: “Live long and prosper.” And “Logic is the beginning of wisdom, not 
the end.” 
 
Spouse: Fredrick Shane Sumsion (Shane) 
 
Family? Ages: 5 children, 2 daughter-in-laws, 1 son-in-law 

 
Hobbies: Camping, fishing, hiking, and singing. 
 
Favorite Vacation Spot: Anywhere where there is a beach. 

 
What was your “First Contact Moment” with Star Trek? My husband was a fan, but didn’t 
really get into it until I started going to U.S.S. Kelly activities. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crewmember Profiles 

Name: Fredrick Shane Sumsion (Shane) 

 
Position: Crewmember 

 
Rank: Crewmember 2nd Class 

 
How long have you been a member of the U.S.S. Kelly? 
Since Feb. 2022 
 
Favorite Star Trek series: Deep Space Nine 

 
Favorite Captain: Picard 

 
Favorite Star Trek quote: “The needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few.” 
 
Spouse: Dawn Mari Sumsion 
 
Family? Ages: 5 children, 2 daughter-in-laws, 1 son-in-law 

 
Hobbies: Rifle shooting, hunting, camping, fishing, and video games. 
 
Favorite Vacation Spot: Fish Lake National Forest 

 
What was your “First Contact Moment” with Star Trek? My parents were watching TNG in the 
80s. I don’t know if it was reruns or first showings. I don’t even remember anything about the 
episodes, only that my imagination was captured. My siblings could care less, but I would go sit 
on the floor at the foot of their bed when they were watching. After that, I think I got 
interested in the original series movies. Then when DS9 came out, oh boy was I hooked! 
 

 



 DiamonD art Painting  
(by Lieutenant Julie Henkes, Assistant Communications Officer and Editor of the Communique) 

 
Have you ever done crafts that involved paint-by-number, counted cross stitch, plastic canvas, or perler 

beads? Well, if you have, then you should try diamond art painting. I got hooked on it this fall when, 

during a U.S.S. Kelly event, I happened to mention that I was thinking of doing a diamond art painting of 

the Enterprise if I could find one. Michelle Christensen heard me and immediately ordered me a kit that 

she found on-line. When it arrived, I was shocked at how tiny the diamonds, or drills, actually were—

2.5mm, to be exact. I had never done a diamond art painting before, so I watched a lot of YouTube 

videos on the subject and bought a snowflake ornament kit at Michaels to start with. Then I ordered a 

case with some extra supplies and containers to put the little drills in for the Enterprise project. Once I 

had “kitted up,” or gotten the drills into containers in my case, I decided to jump in and begin making the 

Enterprise. Once I got started, I was fine. I posted numerous pictures on my Facebook page to show my 

progress, and now the Enterprise is framed and on the wall! 

 

                   

 



After completing the Enterprise and the snowflake ornaments, I got several more Christmas ornament 

kits—candy canes, Christmas stockings, Christmas trees, and nutcrackers. Some of these kits cost less 

than five dollars. Every kit came with a tray for the drills, wax, and a pen for picking up the drills and 

placing them on the ornament. 

 

 

        

  



A couple of weeks before Christmas, we had a continental breakfast after our Sunday morning service, 

then sat around tables and made ornaments to take home with us. What a wonderful surprise when I 

learned that some of the ornaments were diamond art nativity ornaments, a kit I had seen on Amazon 

and was interested in getting in the near future. There are 28 ornaments, double-sided, in the kit, but 

unfortunately, the kit did not contain enough pieces or drills to complete all of the ornaments. I have 

completed as many as I can, but will have to order another kit to get more drills to complete all of the 

ornaments. When they are all finished, they will look like this picture from Amazon: 

 

I have found several more Christmas ornament kits that I want to get from Amazon—ornaments, 

snowmen, Christmas sweaters, cups of hot cocoa, etc. Perhaps our Christmas tree next year will be filled 

with nothing but diamond art ornaments. 

Mike surprised me with two diamond art Christmas wall hanging kits that I have finished as well. 

                                  



I haven’t been able to find many Star Trek diamond art painting items, so I decided to create some of my 

own. I looked around on Internet for Star Trek counted cross stitch patterns and copied the images I 

found on graph paper, then filled them in using colored pencils. I was able to find the main characters 

from TOS, TNG, DS9, VOY, and ENT in two different styles—round heads like Charlie Brown and Weeble 

People, as I call them, because they don’t have any arms and legs. I also found the Enterprise, com 

badges, and uniforms from TOS and TNG. I think these patterns would be great for ornaments, coasters, 

or refrigerator magnets. Join the U.S.S. Kelly at our monthly event on March 10th to make one of these or 

just be creative and come up with your own original design. 

                           

                           

                            



                            

                       

Ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 

 

 

A recipe from the Kelly Kookbook 



Section 31 

Agent 42 reporting 

Mineral Components of the Northern Hemisphere of Alos II 

StarDate 298410.1 

 

Mineral Deposits, really? Fine. What are we looking for… Gold? Silver? Deuterium? Anything useful, got 

it. That means absolutely nothing! So I will report on everything I found. 

 

First, I must state that the Northern Hemisphere of Alos II has more land mass than the Southern 

Hemisphere, which made my job more labor intensive than that of the team studying the SH. But it’s all 

par for the course… What made my study easier is the desert environment of Alos II.  

I started my work on the Western front where I found numerous caverns that had once been filled with 

water. The speleothems found were that of a regular kind: Stalagmites and stalactites formed with native 

elements, sulfides, oxide-hydroxides, halides, arsenates, borates, carbonates, nitrates, phosphates, 

silicates, sulfates, vanadates, and organic minerals. The calcite content was unremarkable, and I found no 

minerals that could be used for interstellar travel or weaponry. It was clear that the water flow had 

stopped decades prior as the growth in the cave systems had long since stopped. 

 

Next, I decided to explore an expansive canyon system that consisted of canyons both narrow and wide. 

The widest canyon I found spanned about 7 kilometers, while the narrowest was a mere meter wide. I 

will not go into the millennia of geological formations that caused these canyons to exist, but I will say 

that these canyons are filled with deuterium, radium, dilithium, and cesium. The removal of these 

materials should prove to be fairly direct and unnoticed, as the majority of the local life forms are non-

sentient and non-aggressive. I did encounter a couple of more aggressive predators, but they were easily 

dispatched. I learned from my last mission to keep my phaser and tricorder strapped to my body as to 

not lose them, allowing my experience to aid my success. 

So now I’m thinking, I need to take some samples. Well, I should take some samples. Because we don’t 

know how good this stuff is. Really. But I don’t have any sample containers on me. Damn. Now I have to 

go back to the shuttle to get some. But, having learned from my last mission, I kept my site-to-site 

transport beacon on me so I can do a quick beam back to the shuttle to retrieve some containers. So I 

did. Ha! One for the team! A team of one. Because I’m the only one in this hemisphere. 

Enjoy your samples, elites of Section 31.  And thank you so much for the desert get-away. The rock 

formations were beautiful, as well as useful. 

 



 

************************************************************************************* 
 
 

Which episode of Voyager is summarized by the following haiku? Be the first to guess correctly and let 

me know, and you can earn 2 knowledge points towards rank advancement. 

Consciousness transferred. 
Whoa, that’s not the Kes we know. 

Game of Thrones in space. 
 
 

 

To submit an article, drawing, recipe, puzzle, or Star Trek cartoon or joke for a future issue of 
the Communique, contact Julie Henkes at 801-708-9612 or send me a text or e-mail 
(julia.henkes@gmail.com). I’m also available on Facebook and Messenger. 
 
 
 
  



 

From Pinterest: Merlin Knight 



 

 

 
 
Taken from the book 365 Word Search Puzzles by Clarity Media/Hinkler. 


