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Captain’s Log, Stardate 78090.8 
Today is Star Trek Day: September 8, 2024. Star Trek turns 58 this year.  Last week, September 1, 2024, 

was the USS Kelly’s 38th birthday, and it got me thinking about all the history we have in both the club 

and with this show that is our common interest. Specifically, I’m thinking about things that are “common 

sense” to long-time members of the USS Kelly that may be confusing to newer members. So in this issue 

of the Captain’s Log, I wanted to address one of those. 

The “Star Year” 

In all our official communications within the Seventh Fleet, we use a modification of a Star Year. 

In the show, the original series would start a log with a random number like “Captain’s Log Stardate 

3287.2” (TOS - Operation: Annihilate!). The idea behind this was that it was a way to keep track of time 

based on something other than Earth’s calendar, something that was universal across the United 

Federation of Planets. By the time Star Trek: The Next Generation came around there was a little more 

structure to it. 

TNG Season 1, which aired September 26, 1987, started with stardate 41153.7 and ended with 41986.0. 

Season 2 continued this format with the first Season 2 episode having the stardate 42073.1 and the final 

episode of Season 2 having a stardate of 42976.1. Each of these Star Years starts in September, and ends 

in August. Every season of Star Trek from TNG through Voyager has followed the same trend. It continues 

today through the shows Picard and Lower Decks. 

Our original captain, Dennis Hollinger, took this trend and modified it for use with the calendar date. 

That way he had a consistent way to mark things like orders and rank advancements that looks like it 

belongs in the Star Trek universe, but also has significance in real life. When Starfleet Command’s 

Seventh Fleet was formed on Stardate 51010.3, (Jan 3, 1998), Captain Hollinger was promoted to 

Admiral and the trend was adopted. 

If you notice the Stardate at the top of this Captain’s Log you’ll see that the last four digits, 090.8, equal 

0908 or 09/08 - a.k.a. September 8th. The first two digits are the Star Year which, like the Star Years in 

the show, starts in September and ends in August. It ends up looking a little odd, but it means that the 

star year begins on 090.1 and ends on 083.1. For example, September 1, 2023 was Stardate 77090.1 and 

August 31, 2024 was 77083.1. We have just started the Star Year 78. 

The chart below will be useful in calculating Stardates as used by the Seventh Fleet: 

Star Year Calendar Dates 
 

Star Year Calendar Dates 

41 Sept 1, 1987 to Aug 31, 1988 
 

71 Sept 1, 2017 to Aug 31, 2018 

51 Sept 1, 1997 to Aug 31, 1998 
 

78 Sept 1, 2023 to Aug 31, 2024 

61 Sept 1, 2007 to Aug 31, 2008 
 

81 Sept 1, 2027 to Aug 31, 2028 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crewmember Profiles 

Name: Cindy Dodds 

 
Position: Crew 

 
Rank: Crewman 2nd Class 

 
How long have you been a member of the U.S.S. Kelly? Since 
March of 2024. 
 
Favorite Star Trek series: The Original Series 

 
Favorite Captain: Captain Kirk 

 
Favorite Star Trek quote: “Revenge is a dish best served cold.” (Said by Khan in the movie Star 
Trek II, The Wrath of Khan) 
 
Spouse: Steve Dodds 
 
Family? Ages: 1 daughter, 23 years old; 1 son, 19 years old. 

 
Hobbies: Astronomy, piano, rock collecting, camping. 
 
Favorite Vacation Spot: Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 

 
What was your “First Contact Moment” with Star Trek? When it first came out and happened 
to be on, I decided to watch it. I was the only one that watched in my house. I thought this was 
so cool. It was so engaging—the characters, the story. It was so unique and different than 
anything I’d ever watched. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crewmember Profiles 

Name: Steve Dodds 

 
Position: Crew 

 
Rank: Crewman 2nd Class 

 
How long have you been a member of the U.S.S. Kelly? Since 
March of 2024. 
 
Favorite Star Trek series: The Original Series 

 
Favorite Captain: Captain Pike from Strange New Worlds 

 
Favorite Star Trek quote: “We can admit that we’re killers, but we’re not going to kill today.” 
(Said by Captain Kirk in The Original Series, A Taste of Armageddon) 
 
Spouse: Cindy Dodds 
 
Family? Ages: 1 daughter, 23 years old; 1 son, 19 years old. 

 
Hobbies: Astronomy, reading, camping. 
 
Favorite Vacation Spot: Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 

 
What was your “First Contact Moment” with Star Trek? Early 70’s reruns, when I was 10 years 
old. I would record it on a cassette recorder and listen to it as I was falling asleep. 
 

 



Cindy Dodds’ Star Trek Story 

When I was in junior high school, I happened upon Star Trek while flipping through the channels, and I 
thought it looked like an exciting adventure show like the Wild, Wild West. (And, by the way, I thought 
both the Jameses were cute.) But after watching an episode, I felt myself not just being entertained but 
thinking deeply about human problems that were highlighted in the show. I had never watched a show 
that made me ponder about issues long after the show was over. Of course, I was glued to the TV set 
every week to watch it. 
 
I started my first year of high school. I was in honors English, and I could not believe it when my English 
teacher told us to watch this week’s episode of Star Trek. The episode was “Who Mourns for Adonis.” We 
were studying mythology at the time. We had a lively discussion on the origins of the Greek gods and 
discussed the Star Trek possibility. 
 
Then Star Trek was canceled. I was so disappointed. But a few years later, I was attending my first year at 
the University of Utah. I heard that there was a Star Trek college club. I told my mother about it, and she 
thought it was crazy since the series had been canceled years ago. I am kind of disappointed in myself for 
not checking it out, but I was so busy with my studies. 
 
A few weeks after that, when reading the school newspaper, I found out that Gene Roddenberry was 
going to give a free lecture in the University Union building and bring the blooper reel with him to show 
us. I was very keen on going. Again, my mother told me that the show was canceled long ago and not to 
expect many people to be there. I was going to go by myself as none of my friends were into Star Trek, so 
my mother told me to take my little sister with me. My sister had no interest in Star Trek but wanted to 
meet college guys. 
 
We arrived at the University Union building, and there was a VERY LONG LINE. I got in line, and made 
arrangements for where and when to meet my sister since she was going to do her own thing. I couldn't 
believe the line, so I turned to the person behind me and asked what was going on with this long line. 
She said, “When you say Star Trek, you say the magic words.” 
 
After waiting a long time to get in, we were told that the room was filled to capacity, and no one else was 
going to be let in! Of course, I was very upset. Obviously, others were not happy either, as I found myself 
and others looking around the building to see if there was any other way to get in. I saw my sister 
outside talking to some guy, but I really did not care about that, I just wanted to get in the building. 
 
I was ready to hop a fence when I heard a bomb threat warning, and everyone had to be evacuated from 
the building! I thought about how that was the oldest trick in the book, but it would work to my 
advantage. So as everyone was pouring out of the building, I snuck in and went into the women’s 
restroom. Then I used my old junior high trick and locked the stall door and stood on top of the toilet. Of 
course, just as in junior high, someone yelled, “Is everyone out of here?” I remained very quiet. 
 
Then, after twenty minutes or so, I heard some commotion outside, and I realized that everyone was 
coming back into the building. So I left the restroom and went into the Union area, sat down, and 
listened to all of Gene Roddenberry’s lecture and saw the famous BLOOPER REEL! 
 
NOTE: If you would like to tell your Star Trek story, please send it via e-mail to julia.henkes@gmail.com. 
 



Know Your Bridges 

1.                                                                                                  2. 

   

 

3.                                                                                                  4. 

    

 

5.                                                                                                  6. 

   

NOTE: Answers are at the end of the newsletter. 



 

Star trek LaS VegaS 2024 
(by Lieutenant Julie Henkes, Assistant Communications Officer and Editor of the Communique) 

 
The Star Trek Convention this year in Las Vegas was held on August 1-4 at the Rio. As you can tell from 

the above logo, the convention is now called STLV Trek to Vegas. Since Creation Entertainment, which 

has run the convention for decades, lost its Star Trek licensing to host the 'official' convention, the name 

had to be changed. Last year the convention was called the “55-year Mission” in honor of the franchise’s 

55th anniversary. Personally, I like calling it STLV. That way, the name of the convention doesn’t have to 

change every year. Regardless of the name that the convention now uses, it will always be a Star Trek 

convention in my book, and I will continue to refer to it as such. 

This year things were back to normal. The writers’ and actors’ strikes were over, so the atmosphere was 

much more relaxed than last year. The actors could now say words like “Star Trek” and “Enterprise” and 

refer to their series, specific episodes, and the names of their characters in the shows. And the fans 

could once again ask the actors and actresses specific questions about episodes and characters. 

What was new and exciting this year was the app that we could put on our phones--similar to the FanX 

app--that allowed us to keep track of the schedules in each of the three locations. Of course, you still had 

the option of printing out a schedule ahead of time since no printed schedule was given out at the 

convention. A printed schedule, however, had the disadvantage of being subject to change by the time a 

panel actually appeared on stage. 

Also new this year was a display in the lobby of the convention 

center from the movie “Galaxy Quest,” a sci-fi movie about a sci-fi 

TV series like “Star Trek.” A panel of stars from the movie took the 

stage on Friday, Day 2 of the convention, and we were given the 

opportunity to watch the movie itself immediately following this 

panel. I must admit that I only remembered a few things about this 

movie. I knew that Tim Allen was in it, but I had forgotten that Alan 

Rickman from the Harry Potter movies and Tony Shalhoub from the 

TV series “Monk” were also in this movie. The only other things that I remembered about this movie 

were that it was about characters in a sci-fi TV series and that one scene was shot in Goblin Valley State 

Park in Utah. This is the second convention that has honored another sci-fi production with similarities to 

Star Trek. At last year’s convention, it was “The Orville,” a TV series created by Seth MacFarlane, that was 

featured at the convention. 



Throughout the convention, I sensed a theme, namely that of family. One fan, who approached many of 

the panels during the Q&A portion of each session, asked the actors to summarize their time in Star Trek 

in three words. Many of the actors responded by saying “family” as one of their three words. 

Continuing with this theme of family, several of the panels grouped actors/actresses who shared a 

special bond, whether it be one of a close friendship, a family, or a romantic couple. If you are an avid 

fan of all of the series, I’m sure you can guess which groupings I might be talking about. For example, on 

Friday, Day 2 of the convention, Anthony Rapp (Paul Stamets), Ian Alexander (Gray Tal), and Wilson Cruz 

(Hugh Culber) were in a panel called “Discovery’s Found Family.” Then, on Saturday, Day 3 of the 

convention, Marina Sirtis (Deanna Troi) and Michael Dorn (Worf) from “The Next Generation” took the 

stage together for a panel entitled “BFFs for Generations.” Sunday, Day 4 and the final day of the 

convention, had two such panels. Sonequa Martin-Green (Capt. Michael Burnham) and David Ajala 

(Cleveland Booker) from “Discovery” were on stage together. Following this panel were Doug Jones 

(Saru) and Tara Rosling (T-Rina). The strong connections between the actors and actresses in these last 

two pairings permeated the ballroom. 

And finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the cosplay going on at the convention. It seemed to be 

better that ever this year. While I was interested in the panels, especially those in the main hall, my 

husband, Mike, was more interested in the characters he spotted in the vendor’s room and the hallways 

of the convention center. A former student of his, Phillip, now an adult, was dressed as a Borg on one 

day and as a Nausicaan another, while his wife was dressed as a female Ferengi, fully clothed. They were 

fortunate to have John Paladin, Michael Westmore’s assistant, do their makeup. Several members of the 

Seventh Fleet were also wandering around. Evelyn was dressed as a Klingon and Eric was impersonating 

Data. Even pets got into the act and did some cosplay of their own! 

          

 



As you can see from the postcard below, the convention next year will be extended for an additional day 

to five days instead of four. Mike and I have been attending this convention since 2011. Steve and Cindy 

from the Kelly attended the convention this year, too, and I hope will continue to attend in the future. 

Please put it on your calendar and make plans to join us in 2025. 

 

 

Section 31 
Agent 42 reporting 
Hydrogen Oxygen Byway Components on Archer IV 
StarDate 298383.8 
 
As with most H2O byways as reported on other Class M spheres, it’s primary function is to erode the 
planet surface. But, it’s just water. Swift, torturous, dirty water. Although the river couldn’t have been 
too dirty because it was teeming with life as recorded by my visual observation. Recommendation at end 
of report. 
 
I landed on Archer IV on Stardate 298380.5, knowing I had 5 days to gather information and return to my 
ship. I was accompanied on this mission by Agents 61 and 107, 107 being our pilot. 107 chose not stay 
with the ship, but assisted 61 &amp; myself with gathering research. We did not use transport 
technology but chose to land the ship because the planet has no advanced civilization. That was our first 
mistake. I am no rookie, but 61 only has about 5 years in service. Bringing a noob was my second 
mistake. 
 
Our mission was narrow in scope – we were asked only about the Hydrogen Oxygen byways that take 
water to the surrounding arid plains in just one region of the planet. Take samples, map the routes, 
observe life forms. Sounds easy enough. Boring, in fact. 
 
We were taking samples at our third location when things started to shift. Both 61 and 107 accompanied 
me to the river’s edge for observation and sampling. A large, furred, terrestrial mammal charged at us 
from the cover of the forest. We were all startled enough back into the water, assuming safety. The 
current was too swift for us to maintain our footing, and all 3 of us were swept downstream. Fortunately, 
we all know the basics of water safety and were able to float down the river. However, the depth of the 
river fluctuated constantly and was unpredictable. All 3 of us sustained minor injuries (including 
contusions, scrapes, and protruding hematoma in the oddest of places. But the real issue was removing 
ourselves from the river. We floated downstream for more than 6 miles before we were able to find a 
suitable place for exit. The sides of the riverbank were steep and tall for the most part, and the parts of 
the bank that weren’t cliffs were simply too overgrown for safe exit. 
 



We passed under two natural bridges and observed several life forms other than the massive mammal 
that chased us into the water. There were so many insects, it was impossible to catalog them all which 
leads me to believe the fowl and other winged creatures eat them. Perhaps even the creatures living 
under the water eat the insects. There were numerous flying and swimming creatures that have been 
previously categorized as birds, bats, water fowl, fish, and ermine. Although the ermine started on the 
shoreline, he entered the water to escape the rush of a land based creature that was definitely after the 
order of lunch. We also witnessed several land dwelling creatures that would be expected on a 
developing sphere. I’m just glad none of us became the next meal of some of the larger ones. 
 
As we pulled ourselves out of the water, there was no time to recover our strength from struggling in the 
river as the bank was being watched by large mammalian carnivores. We feared enough for our lives at 
this point to instruct the ship to perform a remote transport. 
 
Tired, wet, cold, injured, and muddy, we chose to regain some strength before changing and moving 
forward with the mission objectives. Having seen enough of the terrain to gain a full understanding of 
the life forms we might encounter, we decided to stick to mapping the waterways for the region assigned 
instead of venturing back into the planet’s hostile natural environment. 
 
Recommendation for this region: the life forms are hostile, the geological formations are inhospitable, 
and the Oxygen Hydrogen combination is incompatible for alien colonization. I recommend a full 
annihilation of the byway and surrounding area. Perhaps a desert would be more suitable for this region. 
 
And yes, I’m still healing from the hematoma on my butt. Still can’t sit on it. 
 

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 

 

A recipe from the Kelly Kookbook 

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 

Answers to Know Your Bridges: 

1—USS Enterprise 1701-D; 2—Defiant; 3—NX-01; 4—Voyager; 5—Delta Flyer; 6—DS9 Ops 

 

 



Which episode of Voyager is summarized by the following limerick? Be the first to guess correctly and let 

me know, and you can earn 2 knowledge points towards rank advancement. 

There once was a captain named Janeway, 
Who was caught in a time loop highway. 

She continued to die; fake dad tried to pry 
Her away from her normal work day. 
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 

To submit an article, drawing, recipe, puzzle, or Star Trek cartoon or joke for a future issue of 
the Communique, contact Julie Henkes at 801-708-9612 or send me a text or e-mail 
(julia.henkes@gmail.com). I’m also available on Facebook and Messenger. 


