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Captain’s Log, May/June 2021
Greetings, crewmembers and friends of the USS Kelly NCC 73400-B!
It has been a very, very long time since the USS Kelly had a newsletter. So long, in fact, that we
decided to start fresh and are calling this the start of Volume Two. So, let’s start at the
beginning, shall we?
The USS Kelly is a Star Trek club based in the Salt Lake City, Utah area. Established in 1986,
we have a proud tradition of having fun and bringing our friends along with us. At one point, the
Kelly was a powerhouse in Utah’s fandom community. We were so big and so active that we
were often called on to help out with security at conventions, did all sorts of charity work, and
were known for being unstoppable at trivia competitions. We made friends wherever we went.
Things have changed in the last three decades. For one, we’ve had several members break off
from the Kelly and start their own ships. For another, we have joined with other ships and
formed Starfleet Command’s Seventh Fleet. The way we communicate has also changed. Back
in 1986 there was no such thing as a cell phone or e-mail, and today it’s hard to imagine a world
without the Internet (and the ability to check your e-mail from your smartphone). Heck, we used
to have to print out the Communique to pass it out (or mail it) to our members, and these days
we can just post it on our Website! Through all of these changes, one thing remains - the
friendships we make in the USS Kelly and through fandom in general.
It is my promise to you, the crew of the USS Kelly, that I will do my best to rebuild this club to the
powerhouse it once was. That means building excitement in the club and working on rank
advancements. It also means that ideas need to come from more places than just the Senior
Staff. In short, we will need to work together to reach our goals.
For my part, I promise to keep you informed of what is going on in the club, the Seventh Fleet,
and with fandom in general. This will be done in several ways, including this newsletter and our
Website. In return, I will need your assistance with things like newsletter submissions,
suggestions for club activities, active participation in activities, and in general having fun with the
ship and spreading the word. I also encourage you to work toward your next rank advancement.
One last thing… You may have noticed the cover of this
issue (credit to Brad Jacobs of the USS Ticonderoga). The
image shows our communicator badge with our ship logo
(a stylized letter K) and our spirit guide - the elephant.
There are lots of great things about elephants, including
their strength and their memory, but one of my favorites is
that elephants are huggers. Now that a lot of the
restrictions due to COVID-19 are being lifted, we will be
able to hug our friends again, and it’s a great feeling.
Captain Bogler
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"With the first link, the chain is forged. The first
speech censored, the first thought forbidden, the
first freedom denied, chains us all irrevocably."
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Book Review- Star Trek: Picard The Last Best Hope
Title: Star Trek: Picard The Last Best Hope
Author: Una McCormack
Page count: 336
Breakdown: Fifteen chapters in three parts.
Year Published: 2020
ISBN: 978-1-9821-3944-5 (Hardcover)
ISBN: 978-1-9821-3945-2 (ebook)
The Last Best Hope is the first novel based on the CBS All Access (now Paramount+) series “Star
Trek: Picard”. I recently had a chance to purchase this book for my Amazon Kindle to add to my reading
list. Being the first book in the series, I knew that I just had to know the show and not any previous
books (I’m doing a lot of catch up on my Star Trek reading right now) so I was eager to open this book up
and explore.
This book starts out with Starfleet Command approaching Captain Picard with the task of
assisting the Romulan Star Empire after the discovery of the supernova that will destroy countless
inhabited planets. The newly promoted Admiral Picard is immediately moved into a role of coordinating
the relocation efforts that the Federation extends to the Romulans. He first meets Lt. Commander Raffi
Musiker who briefs the Admiralty on the supernova that we first learned about in the 2009 Star Trek
movie.
There is a lot of discussion about how the Federation would handle such an evacuation. The
resources needed, the ships built, and the manpower required. What projects would be placed on hold
just to accomplish such a goal. There is a lot of insight into what happens with refugees. Especially
when the government like the Romulan Star Empire is built upon keeping secrets.
Author Una McCormack introduces us to several of the characters we will get to know in the
Star Trek: Picard television series. The above-mentioned Raffi Musiker and her time as Picard’s
Executive Officer on the USS Verity. We get an insight into the effects the mission has on her family life.
Doctor Bruce Maddox mentors a student known as Agnes Jurati. This mentoring develops into a
relationship, especially when Dr. Maddox is forced to abandon his life’s work to develop a form of
artificial ship builders known as the Synths. One of he Romulan planets that is evacuated by the Verity
contains Zani and the band of warrior nuns known as the Qowat Milat. Here Picard meets a very young
boy named Elnor. While not seen in the series, Geordi La Forge features prominently in this novel as he
heads up the shipbuilding efforts at the Utopia Planitia Fleet Yards building the Wallenberg Class
transport. We also get a chance to meet future Fleet Admiral Kirsten Clancy at Federation
Headquarters.
There is also a rich band of characters that are introduced for this novel. Estella Mackenzie
works at Utopia Planitia alongside La Forge and comes up with the idea of creating androids to help with
construction. With the supernova being a unique event, Doctor Amal Safadi at Cambridge’s Institute of
Astronomy conducts several studies. He tries to get a hold of his Romulan counterpart, the scientist

Doctor Nokim Vritet who first discovered the disaster that had befallen his people. On the USS Verity
are two interesting individuals such as Lt. Koli Jocan, a Bajoran who is very familiar with relocation due
to the history of her people and provided one of the most inspirational moments within the book. The
other is the Romulan “cultural liaison officer” Lt. Tajuth sent to make sure that Picard considers Romulan
interest while within their territory. Tajuth provides quite a bit of insight into the Romulan culture. One
of the more interesting characters is Olivia Quest. A politician who is a representative from the
agricultural colony near the Romulan border called Estelen. She provides a lot of insight into how the
smaller worlds within the Federation feel about the sudden influx of Romulan refugees into the area.
With this book set before the Romulan star exploded I was wondering if we were going to see or
hear from two individuals. The first one, Spock, did not disappoint me. I was also wondering if we were
going to hear anything about Nero and his crew. They did not make an appearance, but this may have
been due to (at the time) the rights to characters from the 2009 movie.
The writing style and detail provided by the author delved very deeply into the characters and
various sub-plots. The short chapters made for quick reading. Unfortunately, my reading schedule only
allowed for short reads each day. Most of these I did not want to put my reading tablet down. I found
myself spending extra time reading “just a few more pages”. The writing was that engaging in the story
and characters.
This was also the curse of the book. The main characters seen in the show had their stories
wrapped up by the end of the book in a very good story. I’m not certain if there was a limit on the
number of pages, but it seemed like the very well written characters introduced into the book were
quickly wrapped up in a few pages. This disappointed me a little. With how well these characters had
been written, I was hoping to find out more about what happened with them at the end of the book.
Perhaps this could be an opportunity to see some of these characters again in future novels.
If you enjoyed watching the first season of Star Trek: Picard and would like to know how some
of the characters developed before the television series, I would highly recommend The Last Best Hope.
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